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Fifty Shadeslightof
The height of summer has been and gone. 

Capture the essence of the season and 
evoke memories of warm summer days 

with these dreamy décor ideas

“We have created a French affair with clean white lines 
to direct all the attention to the spectacular flowers 
that form the main décor element,” says Cindy. “It’s the 
ideal look for the couple wanting a minimalist and clean 
approach, but who still want to add soft details that are 
complementary without being overpowering. The nature 
of this design is that it lends itself to a host of seasons 
and settings, with small tweaks that can be done to 
make it unique for any couple. Contemporary couples, 
as well as couples who want to add a feeling of nostalgia 
and romance, would find this theme suitable.”

The theme

Recreate the pure white 
light of summer in 
a dreamlike setting. 
The shimmer of glass 

dances across the real stars 
of the show: the flowers. The 
gorgeous pinks, olive greens 
and beiges come together in a 
floral masterpiece. Photographer 
Natalie Shelton and floral 
stylist Cindy du Toit of The 
Bloom Room show you how to 
create this softly romantic yet 
contemporary look.

STYLING BY CINDY DU TOIT OF THE BLOOM ROOM. PHOTOGRAPHY BY NATALIE SHELTON

The star of the show

is the spectacular 

 floral décor.

 Floral table runners 

introduce colour and

create a striking

focal point.
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FLOWERS: The main décor element 
is without doubt the creative use 
of flowers. The bouquet – with 
an Empire Protea at its heart, a 
gorgeous headpiece and the floral 
table runner, along with the garments, 
were the focal points of the look. 
“We used a lot of grey-green foliage 
to make a table runner,” explains 
Cindy. “To this we added the leaves 
of penny gum, pittosporum and a 
few pieces of slangbos. The flowers 
used were a mix of white and pink, 
all soft, with a pop of cerise. They 
included hydrangeas, peonies and 
chrysanthemum stems. We grouped 
these together along the leaf runner 
to make it prettier and more colourful. 
Peonies are a personal favourite, so it 
was a real treat to use them!”

elements
COLOUR SCHEME: Soft pinks, whites 
and olive greens are used throughout on a 
background of layered shades and textures of 
white. The crockery and candelabras were kept 
simple. This allowed the flowers to shine.

CAKE: “We went for a soft ruffled look that is 
very chic, and the monochrome colour scheme 
was something that we wanted to play with. 
We used different shades and textures of white 
to give depth, even though there was only 
one colour in the palette. We used peonies on 
the cake, as they are both soft and lush and 
complemented the ruffled texture. We chose 
this look because it’s versatile and balanced 
while remaining elegant in its simplicity.”

FASHION: “I remember the day I found 
Arwen Garmentry’s corsets while looking for 
inspiration online. Arwen has recently added  
a wedding line, with every one of her creations 
taking my breath away! The soft, flowing fabric 
and subtle detailing she uses complemented 
our overall look beautifully. I have always 
loved the idea of adding colour to a wedding 
dress – or having a dress that isn’t white at all. 
Arwen skilfully adds colour without it becoming 
overpowering.”

Key 

Soft details 
add an ethereal 
quality to this 
minimalist  

theme.

The inspiration for all the dressesis a soft,   vintage elegance, updated to be wearable for a modern bride.
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, TOP TIPS TO RECREATE A 
DREAMY LIGHT WEDDING
“Keep it simple! The most prominent features of this 
look are the creative use of flowers, and you, the bride. 
Choose a venue that has a clean palette and a floral 
designer who can create something spectacular and 
different. It’s a fuss-free look that makes a huge impact.
This venue also has lovely spaces outside, which in 
itself make for interesting elements and great photo 
opportunities. The chapel outside is open on four sides, 
letting in a vast amount of light. A small lake and open 
patio area create a connection with nature. There’s 
also a beautiful room where you and your bridesmaids 
can get ready. These are the kinds of small details that 
add interest without you having to put much effort into 
creating them. Don’t be afraid to mix and match the 
chairs and tables. The look is all about simplicity and 
using a colour scheme that you love.”

♥  CONCEPT, STYLING AND CO-ORDINATION:  
Natalie Shelton and Cindy du Toit of The Bloom Room

♥  CAKE: Magnolia Cake & Bake, 079 904 5459, 
magnoliacakes.co.za 

♥ DRESSES: Arwen Garmentry, 011 447 0247, arwen.co.za
♥  HAIR AND MAKE-UP: Lynn Hoff, 082 454 7075,  

lynnhoff.com
♥ JEWELLERY: Model/stylist’s own 
♥  MODEL: Farryn at Boss Models, 0861 646 7474,  
    bossmodels.co.za  
♥  FLOWERS: The Bloom Room, 072 240 6044,  

thebloomroom.co.za
♥  PHOTOGRAPHER: Natalie Shelton, 0049 160 9907 1526, 

(South African wedding bookings October – March), 
natalie-shelton.com. 

♥  PHOTOGRAPHER’S ASSISTANT: Dominic Lambert 
♥ VENUE: White Light, 011 575 7421, theforum.co.za  

A TALE OF THREE DRESSES:  
“The three dresses incorporate green and 
beige taffeta and charmeuse satin with 
a lace and chiffon overlay. The duchess 
and charmeuse satin dress features a lace 
overlay top and tulle overlay on the skirt, 
with a chiffon belt and beaded lace edging 
detail. The charmeuse satin allows for 
elegant draping. Moving away from white, 
the charmeuse satin dress with chiffon 
overlay and guipure lace waistband 
features mother of pearl buttons and 
Swarovski crystal detailing. Lastly, the 
duchess and hammered satin dress with 
an embroidered belt detail creates  
a dreamy, ethereal look.” Choose a 

 venue that 

has a clean palette,

 lovely outdoor 

 spaces and  

a connection with

 nature.
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